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I was on a break duty when I saw a younyg girl engrossed in her worR,

As this was supposed to be fher playtime, I asked her why she was not playing?

She said she wanted to finish all her work, so she could go to a birthday party she was
invited to.

This incident took me back to when my playmates and I were children.

I used to do the same. We were experts at anticipating pleasure and Rnowing that waiting
for something would make the experience of it much more pleasurable :

the art of delaying gratification. However, what happens when we grow older? Why do we
start postponing and procrastinating?

How can we encourage our students to stay as disciplined and enthusiastic as they were
when they were younger?




27% of school fails to meet “No Child
Left Behind” standards
Contributed by: Ali AL-Ani

WASHINGTON(AP) — More than a fourth of the nation’s schools failed to meet the
requirements of the “No Child left Behind” Law last year, according to preliminary
numbers reported to the Department of Education.

About half the states increased the number of schools making “adequate yearly progress”
in improving student test scores in math and reading in the 2004-05 school years. Overall,
27% of the schools failed to show adequate improvement, up one percentage point from
the year before.

“This is just one piece of data we look at,” said Chad Colby, a spokesman for the
Department of Education. “These numbers alone don’t signify a trend in how schools are
doing,” he said Wednesday. “This isn’t a trend indicator in proficiency.”

Schools receiving federal poverty aid can be sanctioned for not making “adequate yearly
progress” two years in a row, with administrators and teachers eventually being replaced.
To meet goals, schools must show overall improvement, plus gains by minority students,
poor students, students with limited English skills and students with disabilities.

States are required to get increasing percentages of students proficient in math and
reading, with all students being proficient by 2013-14.

However, states are given flexibility in designing tests, and many have made it easier to
meet federal requirements.

“The result is an uneven measurement from state to state,” said Joel Paker, a lobbyist for
National Education Association, the country’s largest teachers’ union.

“Each state has its own standards, each state has its own tests, each state has its own
definition of what it means to be proficient,” Paker said.

Oklahoma led the country in 2004-05 with 97% of its schools making adequate progress.
It was followed closely by Rhode Island, lowa, Montana and New Hampshire.

Florida was at the bottom, with only 28% of its schools meeting the requirements.
Hawaii, Nevada, New Mexico and South Carolina rounded out the bottom five states.
Ross Wiener, policy director at the Education Trust, a Washington research and advocacy
group, and said states can do better if they address funding and teacher inequities. Wiener
said too many poor school districts get less money and less qualified teachers than
wealthier districts.

“We have not taken a lot of steps that could dramatically improve student achievement,”
Wiener said.




What do you know about Learning Disabilities?
Contributed by: Raja’ Elmufleh
From: www.ldonline.com

£
E>Lea]ming disabilities are neurological disorders that interfere with a person's
ability to store, process, or produce information, and create a gap between cognitive
abilities and school performance. Students with learning disabilities are generally
average to above average intelligence. Learning disabilities can affect one's ability to
understand or use language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself in an
imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or to do mathematical
calculations.

Learning disabilities are not cured and do not go away, but students can learn to
compensate for and even overcome areas of weakness.

£
E>Does a child who is reversing letters when s/he writes necessarily have learning
disabilities?

Reversing letters and numbers is common in many young children and may persist
through age 8. If reversals persist and/or if other "warning" signs are present, the
child may have difficulty learning skills essential for success in school.

£
E>Whau-, causes learning disabilities?

No one knows the cause of learning disabilities. Early results of studies suggest that
the brains of people with learning disabilities function differently than in people who
learn easily. There appears to be subtle disturbances in the brain structures and
functions. It is thought that learning disabilities often run in families.

£
E>W01t'ds commonly associated with learning disabilities.

DYSGRAPHIA: Difficulty with writing; problems might be seen in the actual motor
patterns used in writing. May also have difficulties with spelling and the formulation
of written composition.

DYSLEXIA: A learning difference that is to do with the way language is processed.
DYSPRAXIA: Difficulty with motor planning, impacts upon a person's ability to
coordinate appropriate body movements.

AUDITORY DISCRIMINATION: Being able to perceive the differences between
speech sounds, and to sequence these sounds into meaningful words.

VISUAL PERCEPTION: The ability to notice important details and assign meaning
to what is seen.




£
E>Famous people with learning disabilities.

Ludwig van Beethoven (composer)

Thomas Edison (Inventor)

Leonardo DaVinci (artist)

Tom Cruise (actor)

Winston Churchill (British Prime Minister)
Bruce Jenner (athlete)

Whoopi Goldberg (actress)

Cher (Singer)

Edison, Thomas Alva (1847-1931): let
there be light!

Although better known for inventing the electric lamp and the phonograph,
Thomas Alva Edison made a number of significant improvements to the I
telephone.

Edison was always inquisitive and started experimenting with electrical

currents after his mother bought him a science book. He patented his first

invention - an electrical vote recorder - when he was 22 and pledged his life to inventing. During his
lifetime, Edison patented 1,093 inventions. Inventing was like a formula - two large inventions per
year and a minor one every ten days! He even made inventions to order. In fact, he applied for 400
patents in one year alone! Early in his career Edison was called to New York's Wall Street, to make
improvements to Edward Calahan's 'stock ticker', where he fortunately met many of the financiers
who funded his later projects.

In 1878 he was employed by the Western Union Company to make improvements on Elisha Gray's
prototype telephone, which they now owned. Edison was in direct competition to Alexander
Graham Bell but he managed to develop a superior transmitter that gave Western Union an effective
advantage.
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Why helping other people grow can become life's greatest joy:

Contributed by: Huda Abu Jayyab

When we get discouraged in our work with people it is important to draw back,
and remind ourselves that there is no more noble occupation in the world than to
assist another human being, to help someone else succeed.

In our age of high-tech advancement, it is very easy to forget that our failure or
success will be determined largely by our ability to work with and assist other
people in functioning at their best.

There is simply no substitute for the rewards of helping other people grow, the
pleasure of teaching other people to succeed, and the excitement of organizing a
group of colleagues who spark one another's enthusiasm.




TEN WAYS TO GET ALONG BETTER IN SCHOOL

Contributed by: Arkadia Abdo

When | first read this article | thought of my students, and the many
problems they face each day in the school. So | decided this time to write for the
students. And if the parents read, it will be a great idea if they share some of the
ideas with there children.

This article talks about the ten best ways to get along in school for
students who don’t like school, and usually they are students with learning
problems. The first thing to do is:

When things are tough, have a chat
Often kids with learning problems don’t share their ideas with others. They feel
sad, hurt, and angry, but they keep these feelings bottled up inside of them. And
that is very hard and sooner or later they come out. Sometimes they come out in
strange ways. They might stop doing their school work or throw things or get in
fights or talk back to teachers. They get into trouble, and they feel even worse.
So whenever you are feeling sad, hurt and angry, why not find someone to talk
to? Pick someone who will understand then go and talk to that person.

Keep your head up!
Having problems in the school is nothing to be ashamed of. If someone asks you
why you get any extra help, tell them (if you feel like it). Look them in the eye and
say “l have a learning problem”. Believe and act like you are important. The more
you do this, the more people will treat you like an important person.

Become an expert
An expert is someone who is the best at something. Kids with learning problems
can become experts, just like anyone else. Think of some things that kids your
age are interested in, and then find out as much as you can about it. Ask
someone to help you if you wish.

Take part in school activity

School is more fun when you do other things than just schoolwork. Take part in

school activities like plays, clubs, or sports. Offer to help plan school activities.
Let your teachers know that you want to help.

Learn more about your learning problem
Find out as much as you can about your problem and the ways that are the best
for you to learn. This will help you understand more and be able to help yourself
by yourself.

Make friends
Friends help you get over daily problems and if you don’t understand something
they can explain it to you. Believe it or not, students your age can sometimes
help each other and explain things better than a teacher.




Be a helper
Many students with learning problems feel that they are always asking for help.
And feel that they are the only ones who ask for it. So you can be a helper, too.
Maybe you can help younger kids who are learning things you already know. Or
you can help another student in your class with something you are good at. If you
know you can help, tell someone! Offer to help.

Stay out of trouble
For many students with learning problems, schoolwork is hard and boring. So
they join other students fooling around. (After all, fooling around is more fun than
working). This kind of joining in is not a good idea. It gets parents and teachers
upset. So if you see other students fooling around, just ignore them. Keep doing
your schoolwork. Then you will stay out of trouble.

Know how to relax and cool off
Think of the last time you were working on something very hard that you did not
understand. Maybe you got upset and angry. What did you do next? Did you
pretend to keep working when you were really not working? Did you yell? Throw
your work on the floor? Quit? Cry? Go home? These things will not help you get
along better in the school. You will need to come up with other things to do
instead. Maybe you can raise your hand and ask your teacher for help. But what
if your teacher is busy? Then you will need to help yourself. Here are two ways
you can help yourself:

CLOSE YOUR EYES, TAKE THREE DEEP BREATHS, AND COUNT TO
TEN VERY SLOWLY AND QUIETLY,
OR...
SAY “RELAX” TO YOURSELF FIVE TIMES VERY SLOWLY AND
QUIETLY.
When you start to feel better, try doing your work again.
10. Do not use your problem as an excuse!

Some students use their learning problem as an excuse not to do their work. So
NEVER use the problem as an excuse for not doing your work! It is your
teacher’s job to find the best ways to teach you. And it is your job to work as hard
as you can. Remember that, even with the best books and teachers, something
will be hard for you. But you have to keep trying and ask for help but NEVER use
your problem as an excuse for not trying...
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Celebrities with Learning Disability:

There are lots of famous people who had/have learning disabilities yet it didn’t stop them
from achieving their success; test your knowledge with this quiz and if you get the right
Answer, send it to the Learning Support Department. First to send the right answer will
be receiving a nice prize.

See if you can match the following personal description to the names below:

a. Albert Einstein e. Winston Churchill

b. Walt Disney f. Hans Christian Anderson
c. Nelson Rockefeller g. George Patton

d. F.W. Woolworth h. Tom Cruise

1. As a child he was labeled as slow. He clerked in a village grocery store. He suggested
putting slow-moving merchandise on a counter and selling it for five cents. This venture was so
successful that it was continued with new goods. He became the principal founder of a chain of
five and ten cent stores.

2. When he was 12 years-old, he could not read, and he remained deficient in reading all his
life. However, he could memorize entire lectures which were how he got through school. He
became a famous general during WW 1I1I.

3. He was slow in school work and did not have a successful school experience, but later
became a well-known movie producer and cartoonist.

4. This noted Englishman had much difficulty in school. He later became a national leader and
an English Prime Minister.

5. This young boy had difficulty reading but was able to write some of the world's best loved
stories.

6. This boy could not talk until the age of four. He did not learn to read until he was nine. His
teachers considered him to be mentally slow, unsociable and a dreamer. He failed the entrance
examination for college. Ultimately, he developed the theory of relativity.

7. He is a famous movie star. He learns his lines by listening to a tape. He suffers from
dyslexia.

8. This young man had much difficulty reading and throughout his life was unable to read well.
However, he was the governor of the state of New York for four terms and later won
congressional approval to be appointed vice president of the United States.

1-
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Theory of Knowledge I Human values
By Dina Lahlou

These past weeks, Grade 11 Diploma students have been working on a
values project as part of ethics and religion within the TOK_ curriculum.
Some of the students have gained great insights into human values shared by
all religious beliefs. The selected papers I hope will help us remember that we
are all part of one human family, regardless of cultural or religious
backgrounds. Instead we are all “fully human” bonded by threads of

goodness and love common to all of us, citizens of the world.

In addition, the project entailed choosing one fuman value about which to
make a presentation. And I am very proud and pleased to say that each
group was simply outstanding in creativity. From poetry, to dance, to role-
playing and singing, each student touched the core of that value from his/her
heart and took the audience to great heights of humanity.

I can’t end without saying that it is a privilege for me to share and help
contribute to the [ife of our great youth at the Montessori. Thank you, grade
11, grade 12, for all the love and joy you bring into my heart.

Ms. Dina Lahlou




We would like to remind you:
We have a support group meeting for ADHD

(Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder)
With Dr. Arwa AL Ameri
On Tuesday, 9* May, at 5:30
AUl teachers and parents are welcome to join us.

We are glad to inform you that the Learning Support Department
is arranging a group therapy program for students who have test anxiety, led
by Or Arwa Al-Ameri and Mrs. Basma Kilani, on Tuesdays for Junior
school students and on Saturdays for Senior school students and continuing
every Saturday and Tuesday till the end of the academic year.




